Io6              FROM A. DOLAND TO EDMUND YATES             1858

I am directed by the Committee to express to you their surprise
that you have not noticed this communication by complying with
either of the Requisitions of the General Meeting.

Bound, as the Committee feel themselves, to carry out with the
least possible delay the strongly expressed feeling and Resolutions
of the General Meeting, they are still unwilling to adopt the
extreme measure if they can possibly avoid so doingj and although
quite aware that the sense of the Meeting in reference to the
apology in question was, that it should not only be ample but im-
mediate, they look to the fact that no exact time is specified within
which it must be made.

They adjourn this day's Meeting to Tuesday, the 20th instant,
at Three o'Clock, for their final decision, trusting that the Club
will pardon, for the sake of the motive, what might, strictly
speaking, be considered a blameable tardiness.
I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Garrick Club,        Your most obedient and very humble Servant,

i7th July, 1858.            Alexander Doland,

To Edmund H, Yates, Esq.  Secretary.

recommended him to ascertain, from good sound legal authority, the exact
state of the legality of the question.

"This he is now doing," (Letters, ed. Dexter, III, 33)

Yates learned from his counsel that he had not yet been legally ejected
from the Club* It was necessary that he get himself forcibly removed from
its premises, and this he succeeded in doing on his second attempt. Since
the London season was over and Dickens was away on a reading tour, no further
action was deemed advisable for several months* (Recollections and Experi-
ences, II, 28-30) Yates did not institute his suit to try the right of the Com-
mittee to drop him from the Club until December 5, when a writ was served on
Doland, the Club's secretary.